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HOUSING OF MALE MICE POLICY

Background:

With the increased research use of genetically modified animals and the increased need for
investigators to oversee their own breeding colonies of mice, this policy is intended to establish
standardized housing practices for male mice that minimize aggression and improve animal
welfare, while maintaining compliance with institutional and regulatory requirements. This policy
applies to all personnel responsible for the care, housing, and monitoring of laboratory mice under
an IACUC-approved protocol.

Policy:

Mice are social animals and, whenever possible, should be housed in compatible groups.
However, male mice may display aggression and territorial behavior when housed together. The
degree of aggression can vary by strain, and while aggression among females or between sexes
occurs less frequently, it is not absent. Proper housing and management practices are essential to
reduce stress, injury, and mortality caused by fighting. Listed below are steps that must be
followed to decrease the incidence of fighting among male mice.

¢ Male and female mice must be separated at the time of weaning, in accordance with the
approved IACUC protocol. Male mice should be housed together at weaning to promote
social stability.

e  When breeding a strain for the first time, personnel must closely monitor animals for
early signs of aggressive behavior, such as bite wounds or excessive chasing.

e There is strain variability of male aggression. Males of some strains, even if they have
been housed together since weaning, may need to be separated after getting older,
especially when housed in the same room with breeding females. If aggression or fighting
is observed, the aggressor mouse must be immediately separated. The aggressor must
always be housed individually and must not be reintroduced to group housing with
other males. Consider providing additional enrichment items to reduce stress.

e Male mice from different litters that have not been housed together since weaning should
NOT be housed together.

e Male mice that have previously been breeders should NEVER be housed together and
should be housed singly.

Refer to LARC SOP HU-11 regarding documentation for single-housed cages.

Applicable To:

All University of Missouri — Kansas City (UMKC) faculty, staff, employees, and students
involved in the care or use of animals owned by the UMKC.
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Revisions to the Policy:

This policy is intended to be flexible and readily adaptable to changes in regulatory requirements.
The UMKC TACUC has the authority to amend this policy as needed. The UMKC TACUC has
reviewed and approved this policy.
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